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The Dedication of the
Church

JD rom Mahamuni to Mrauk-u is only twenty miles in a straight
line, but perhaps double that distance by the winding creeks
through which the approach is made. Manrique and his paity
travelled in a galley provided by the police. The Japanese captain
and some of his men insisted on accompanying them.
The slaves rowed hard all that day? and before nightfall? while
still some distance from the city, galleys dressed with flags were
seen rowing to meet them.4 As soon as our vessel came in sight of
them, we were greeted with a salute of ordnance and a flourish of
bugles/ says Manrique. The principal galley, which was flying the
Royal Standard of Portugal with its device of the Five Wounds,
contained the Captain-General of the mercenaries, Manuel Rodri-
quez Tigre. He and those with him made such a demonstration
of respect and pleasure when receiving the Friar that he was obliged
to remonstrate. The Captain replied, somewhat naively, that in
Arakan, where the Buddhist monks were treated with the utmost
veneration by the people, it would look bad if they received him
with any less regard, particularly as word had gone round that he
was an ecclesiastic of high rank.
This meeting took place ten or fifteen miles from the city. The
night was spent at a village on the bank and next morning early
they rowed on to Mrauk-u. The Portuguese, Eurasian, and native
Christians did not live inside the walls but in a suburb called
Daingri-pet on the western side. It was there that the party dis-
embarked and was received by the main body of the Catholic
community.
From Daingri-pet the palace was quite visible, for it was less
than half a mile away and stood on a rise fifty feet above the
creek. Its layout was similar to that of the Mahamuni. There
were three enclosures which rose in tiers, each bounded, by a thick
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